Education

A remarkable instance of what can thus be accomplished
is given in the Blue Book entitled "Annual Report for 1913
"of the chief medical officer of the Board of Education,"
(p. 237), wherein is related how the children of the Hughes
Fields Girls* Council School at Greenwich were taught
the rudiments of cleanliness and decent living. "This
"school is situated in an extremely poor part of Deptford.
"Indeed, the condition of the children attending the
"school was at one time so trying to those who came in
"contact with them, that the staff were constantly absent
"through illness, it became impossible to keep supply
"teachers more than a few days, and the attendance was
"frequently as low as 60-70 per cent for the whole year."
Accordingly, nine years ago a new regime was introduced,
consisting of lessons in hygiene, inspections, and doing
things. The lessons may be imagined. They were only
given to the older children. The inspections were daily;
boots, clothes, hair, hands, nails, handkerchiefs, the
basins and towels with which they had washed, all were
looked at, and the dirty and untidy were shamed by being
put right in the presence of the class. This was the real
educational force. A new public opinion was created,
and it was fostered by such exercises as tooth-brush drill,
nail-trimming drill, and so forth. The children were
also asked at what hour they went to bed the previous
night, and whether they had slept with an open window.
The master of another large school invokes the aid of
public opinion in the same direction by having a pre-
pared blackboard in each class room with spaces for the
insertion of figures detailing the number present with
clean boots, collars, nails, teeth, handkerchiefs, and
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